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WEB COPY 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 30th August 2017 at 8pm at 

The Woolmarket, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Meeting Number 8 

Present: 
Mrs S. Maran (Chairlady)  Mr K. Higgins (Treasurer)   Mr P. Goldspink (Secretary) 

Mr W. Thursby (Vice Chairman)  Mr D. Mills (Rally Secretary)  Mr P. Maran (Assistant Rally Sec) 

Mrs B. Walker (Assistant Social Sec) Mrs C. Harper (New members Liaison) Mr G. Harper (Press Officer) 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Susanne Wiltshire (holiday). 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 28th June 2017 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 26th July 2017 were accepted as a true and accurate record and were duly 

signed by the Chairlady.  

3. Matters Arising not covered by an Agenda Item 
David Mills said that unless the note regarding the Bob Davies Fishing Trophy could be removed and replaced 

prior to the September meeting, could it be left on as a reminder. 

Action:  David Mills 

As the Burnham Carnival rally has been cancelled, the need to place a written article in the next edition of the 

Newsletter no longer exists. 

Action:  Item Closed 

The Chairlady stated that a copy the North Essex booking slip for next year’s August Bank Holiday Rally Had been 

sent to both the rally Secretary and to Tony Harrison-Smith(for insertion onto our web). 

Action:  Item Closed 

Due to holidays and personal reasons, some members had not had the chance to complete the ‘List of Hours’ 

requested.  The Chairlady accepted this but asked if such a list could be complied and emailed to her no later than 

the 10th September as she has a duty to take it to the next Region Meeting on Saturday 23rd September, this being 

before the next Committee meeting. 

Action:  All 
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The Chairlady confirmed that she had sent an email to Will, Glenn, Carol and Susanne requesting said information 

due to their not being present at the last meeting 

Action:  Item Closed 

With regards to next year's 'Question Time' event being placed in next year’s rally book the Rally Secretary 

requested this be left on as a reminder. 

Action:  David Mills  

The Rally Secretary announced that he had put a Bar-B-Q competition rally in the programme although not 

actually booking a venue or date.  The Chairlady reminded him that the main competition was to be at the 

National and stated that our rally need to be some time prior.  Again the Rally Secretary requested this be left on 

as a reminder. 

Action:  David Mills  

The Chairlady confirmed having been in contact with the Veteran Sports Committee who have all agreed to stand 

again next year.   

Action:  Item Closed  

The Chairlady reminded the Rally Secretary that next year's Regional Get-Together be sent out as invites to the 

other four Centres. 

Action:  David Mills 

Bev Walker confirmed that an article had been produced regarding her disappointments with regards South Essex 

at the National and had sent it to Sue Maran who, in turn, stated that not only had she forwarded this onto the 

Club but that it could be in the next edition (October’s). 

Action:  Item Closed  

The Treasurer confirmed having been in contact with Alan Leslie re numbers possibly attending a Treasurers 

Forum after the next Regional Meeting. 

Action:  Item Closed  

The Chairlady respectfully reminded members to check their car insurance with regards to having a tow-bar 

fitted. 

Action:  Item Closed  

The item regarding the trailer, although brought up as a ‘matters arising’ was deferred until later in the meeting 

as it was the subject of a separate agenda item (number 10). 

Action:  Item Closed  

The Chairlady confirmed that she had been in contact with Tony Harrison-Smith advising him to go down the 

route of the new website provider. 

Action: Item Closed 
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Phil Goldspink confirmed having placed an ad on our web and Facebook pages regarding the selling of books and 

DVD’s 

Action: Item Closed 

The Secretary confirmed that dates by which both motions and Committee nominations have to be in by had also 

been placed on our web and Facebook pages.  The Chairlady asked if any motions were being entered this year to 

which the Secretary replied ‘No’. 

Action: Item Closed 

Regarding Kevin’s reminder regarding Bonus Balls now being two for a pound, the Secretary announced that he 

had placed an article on our web with the Rally Secretary requesting this be left on as a gentle reminder prior to 

the actual type-setting of our Rally book. 

Action: David Mills 

The Secretary, having written to the Club with regards Bev Walkers intention to remain on Committee but unable 

to attend the actual AGM, read aloud the reply as follows’; - 

With regards to your question, as long as the position is put up for re-election we do not stipulate that the 

candidate be present at the AGM. 

This information was well accepted by both Bev and the Committee. 

Action: Item Closed 

The item regarding FM Tags, although brought up as a ‘matters arising’ was deferred until later in the meeting as 

it was the subject of a separate agenda item (number 19). 

Action:  Item Closed  

The Chairlady confirmed having been in contact with Tony Harrison-Smith regarding ‘non-Centre’ members being 

made apparent on web booking slips with the Rally Secretary due to amend the slips in next year’s Rally book as, 

and when, he type-sets the book. 

Action: David Mills 

The Secretary confirmed having been in contact with Tony Harrison-Smith with regard to a 'flashing' ad being 

placed on our web regarding Programme Presentation and that this has now been done. 

Action: Item Closed 

The Chairlady announced that both Paul & Phil will be presenting Programme Presentation with both men and 

Sue attending the Rally Secretary’s house the following day for a pre-run. 

Action: Paul Maran, David Mills & Phil Goldspink 
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4. Flagpole Duties 
 Rallies up to, and including, 24th September 2017 had nominated Committee Members to take flagpole.  The 

Chairlady will liaise with the marshals of those rallies not having a committee member in attendance. 

5. Newsletter 
Glenn Harper announced ‘not a lot to report at the moment’ due to personal reasons and requested a cut-of date 

as being Monday the 25th September in time for the next Committee meeting.  The Chairlady said she would be 

doing an article and would email Glenn as, and when.  Glenn asked if any members would like to submit an 

article, possibly with photos, on their recent rally, this would be most appreciated.   

Action: Sue Maran & Glenn Harper 

6. Programme Presentation Rally 
The Chairlady announced that as of tonight, 22 units have booked on and members can’t arrive until 6.15pm, 

these being sited on the field.  Will requested that he and Bev’s van be sited by the main entrance to the hall for 

ease of transporting various goods.  This was accepted. 

The Chairlady recapped on the events announcing a ‘Natter & Chatter’ Friday evening, no forum Saturday 

morning, Saturday evening two course meal and entertainment with Steve Richie and the actual Programme 

Presentation Sunday morning.  She then when on to organise the Committee into various jobs required to be 

done.  Will Thursby announced his proposed menu with the Chairlady announcing a raffle, both of which were 

well accepted.  The Rally Secretary enquired with regards to next year’s Programme Presentation, mainly due to 

low numbers relative to cost, and was answered that this will be the subject of an agenda item at next month’s 

meeting following this year’s Programme Presentation.  Following a discussion on various points regarding 

material requirements, job allocations and timings the Committee were happy with the final decisions made. 

7. AGM Rally. 
The Chairlady commenced by announcing that her guests were Lorraine Tullet and Nigel Blackman, she being the 

current Chair of the South London Centre, together with Charles and Ann Patrick.  She went on to announce that 

Westcliff is now full so any further bookings will be sited at Blenheim.  The question of next year’s AGM booking 

slips was raised and agreed that this best be discussed at a de-briefing following this year’s AGM at the next 

Committee meeting together with the actual logistics of the rally.  The Chairlady then proceeded to ask each 

Committee member as to their intentions regarding remaining on Committee.  All replied in the positive albeit 

Carol & Glenn Harper weren’t quite sure due to a recent work related item. 

8. 100 Club 
The Chairlady commenced by saying that the last draw of the current year’s 100 Club will take place at 

Programme Presentation and asked if should be carried over into next year.  Following a short discussing which 

resulted in an overwhelming ‘yes’ Bev Walker kindly offered to produce the actual tickets with Phil offering to 

produce the numerical and alphabetical lists as before. 

Action: Bev Walker & Phil Goldspink 
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It was agreed to draw the last ticket Saturday evening during flag announcing that the next year’s tickets will be 

on sale as from the following Sunday morning.  The Secretary suggested that a flashing ad be placed on our web 

to this effect replacing the current ad for Programme Presentation.   

Action: Phil Goldspink 

9. FM Tags and plaques. 
The Treasurer opened with an apology requesting this item be held over until the next meeting due to work 

commitments.  It was agreed to leave this matter until next month and to discuss it in some depth. 

10. Trailer 
Following a short introductory discussion, the Secretary, having been asked to ascertain costs, announced that at 

present we pay (say) £350 per year in storage fees together with (say) £150 in insurance resulting in an annual 

cost of £500 for the privilege of owning it.  He continued by saying that, having been in touch with a few local van 

hire companies, the average cost to hire a ‘thumping great’ van would be in the region of £77 per day with Transit 

type vans costing a little less.  He then pointed out that if over a normal weekend a van is hired this will require 

three days hire costing in excess of £200. 

As more information is required on this subject, it was agreed to defer any further discussion until next month’s 

meeting. 

Action: Kevin Higgins 

11. Correspondence 
With no other Committee member having correspondence, the Chairlady opened by saying that she had a couple 

of items to be read out, the first being regarding our grant from the Club.  It read: - 

I gather you have queried the amount of grant paid to your centre. As per section 5.40 in the General Letters to 
Centres, the grant is based on the number of members you have each year, grouped in bandings. In previous years 
South Essex has had in excess of 650 members, and so sat in the band for a £1400 grant. At the end of 2015 it 
went below 650, and would have qualified for a £1200 grant. There is however, a parachute year offered, to allow 
centres the chance to increase their numbers again before the grant drops. South Essex therefore got £1400 again 
in 2016, but as the numbers fell again by the end of 2016, the grant in 2017 dropped to £1200. 
  
The second regarding the Club’s re-branding read: - 
 
Re-Branding Centre Material 

Thank you to those Centres that submitted returns in response to our email of 17 March requesting information 

about those items of Centre material that you believed required replacement following the Club’s re-branding.  We 

have no wish to undermine the Club’s history and heritage and are grateful for the positive views expressed by 

Centres about the re-branding. 

We have taken those views into account in determining the best way forward and see no requirement for Centres 

to change items that display the heritage pennant and horseshoe, because that icon is an important part of our 

history, hence why, for example, you will have seen the same flags continuing to be flown around the arena at the 

National.  On the other hand, those items displaying the old Caravan Club brand should be changed.  The attached 
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document shows examples of flags and other items to demonstrate what is acceptable and what requires 

changing.   

To assist you with making any necessary changes to your Centre material, e.g. flags, badges, plaques, the 

Executive Committee has decided to provide each Centre with a fixed grant of £600, which will be paid into your 

respective accounts during August.  This is in addition to the administration grant that you are paid each year. 

At this point it was generally accepted that anything showing the Club’s original ‘Horseshoe’ logo could be 

retained.  

The Secretary was also told that at the Secretary’s meeting held during the National, of the 70 Centres asked to 

produce said list, all but approximately one third took time out to tell the Club what they wanted to change, 

South Essex being on of the third.   

Following a discussion, the Chairlady requested a meeting with the Secretary to go through the list. 

Action: Sue Maran & Phil Goldspink 

 

12. Any Other Urgent Business 

Glenn Harper suggested a gentle reminder to members to re-register with the Centre be placed in the next 

edition of his Newsletter. 

Action: Glenn Harper 

The Chairlady concluded by say that the Air-Hockey table had been sold. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.23pm Date of next meeting:  Wednesday, 27th September 2017 at 8:00p.m 

 

Proposed by: Signed by: -    (Chairlady) 

 

Seconded by: - 


