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South Essex Matters 

Newsletter 220, AGM 2017

 

 

The Committee wishes to thank everyone for supporting all the 

rallies over the past year and don’t forget to renew your centre 

membership. We look forward to the new rally year and seeing you 

on a rally field very soon.        
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WELCOME FROM YOUR CHAIRLADY 

 

Hi All 
 
Welcome to the AGM edition of the newsletter. I cannot believe that I have nearly 
completed my first year as Chairlady. I have thoroughly enjoyed it, although I have never 
talked so much. 
 
I have had the privilege of working with a great Committee and I would like to thank them 
all together with their partners for all their hard work and support. 
 
I was also lucky to have a new Veteran Sports Committee (with the exception of Sid & Joan) 
come forward at the last AGM, so it has been great to see them with lots of new ideas and 
games for all ages to enjoy. Well done and thanks. 
 
Paul and I have attended 36 rallies this year and enjoyed them all. My thanks goes to all the 
rally marshals and assistants for all their work to ensure everyone has a good time.  
 
We were particularly pleased with how the Chairman’s rally held in July at Brookfields 
turned out and wish to thank all of you that attended and had a great weekend. We hope 
that as many of you will support us again next year. 
Let’s hope we can book the same weather again. 
 
To everyone that came to the Programme Presentation rally, I am sure you would agree that 
the food and entertainment on Saturday evening went down extremely well. The 2018 rally 
programme was presented by Paul on Sunday morning was the result of a tremendous 
amount of hard work by David & Marion. Thank you. 
 
Lastly I would like to thank you the members for all your support during my first year to help 
make it so enjoyable. 
 
Paul and I wish you happy rallying for the rest of the year, wherever you may go, take care, 
enjoy yourselves and we look forward to catching up with you soon. 
 
Regards 
 
Sue 
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Charity Chinese Meal at   

After the success of our Indian meals, why not try a Chinese meal on Tuesday 21st November from 
7.30 - 8pm at Zen City, Hamlet Court Road, Westcliff on Sea SS0 7EW. 

All members, friends and family are welcome.  

The cost of your 3 course meal is £16 per person see menu below (you will need to pay for your 
drinks) 

Menu B 

Mixed Hors d'oeuvres 
Capital Ribs, Seaweed, Satay Chicken On Skewers, Mini Spring Rolls, Prawns On Toast, Crispy Won 
Ton 

2nd Course 
Crispy Aromatic Duck 

Main Meal 
Fillet Steak Cantonese Style 
Breast Of Chicken In Chilli & Black Bean Sauce 
Sweet & Sour Pork 
King Prawns With Seasonal Vegetables 
Plain Fried Noodles 
Egg Fried Rice 

A raffle will be drawn during the evening and all proceeds will go to charity. All proceeds from the 
Charity Chinese Meal will go to the Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

       

Please contact Will or Penny if you are interested. 
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Rally News 
              

Laid Back at Lorkins 

 

After nearly 30 years in the South Essex Centre, Lorkins Farm is a venue until 

now we had never visited. What a pleasant surprise. A lovely secluded spot 

with pleasant views. The weather was kind and added to the relaxed 

atmosphere.  

    

The marshals put together a fun evening, with what I can only describe as 

bingo with a twist. 

    

Many thanks to the marshals and friends alike for a memorable rally. 

 

Report by Lorraine & Lance Applin 
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Chairman’s Rally 

Sue’s first Chairman’s rally was a roaring success with the weather being very 

kind to us for the weekend at Brookfields. 

    

The weekend started on Friday evening where the team set up on the rally 

field to take money as it was so warm, with burgers and sausages being cooked 

on the bar-b-que and sold. 

On Saturday morning there were activities for the children with painting and 

games while the adults had the chance of a ramble to the oldest wooden 

church in Britain.      

 

       

     

On Saturday afternoon the Veteran Sports Committee had games set up (see 

the Veteran sports page for more details). 
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Saturday evening there was a Beetle drive (with some cheating going on), 

followed by a ploughman’s after which Paddington made an appearance as this 

was the chosen movie and half way through Phyllis (AKA Glenn in drag) came 

round with a welcome ice cream. 

   

 

An enjoyable weekend was had by all who attended, so congratulations Sue. 

Report by Glenn Harper - Photos courtesy of Tony Harrison-Smith and Glenn 

Harper 
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Clare Priory 

This is such a picturesque venue, staying within the grounds of the old Priory 

you can’t fail to relax. We had lovely weather, so we were able to sit outside 

our units or go for a walk with some even managing a round of golf.  A quiet 

walk takes you past the renovated church and out through the quaint old gate, 

over the bridge where you can feed the family of swans and then past the four 

story antique shop into the town which seems as if you could have travelled 

back in time to the 1950’s. 

      

We had a fabulous rally playing parlour games on Friday night in the marquee. 

A lovely, family BBQ, followed by more fun and laughter in the marquee at 

night. 

    

It was great company and a very relaxing weekend. 

Obviously being in an ancient Priory it goes without saying that the ghost 

stories were around on Friday night so much so that on Saturday evening some 

of the ladies made sure they left with others when the call of nature arose. 

Report by Carol Harper - Photos courtesy of Glenn Harper 
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Inter-Centre fishing Rally 

On the weekend of 15th September South Essex hosted the Anglia Region Inter-

centre fishing match at Homestead Holiday Park.  The rally was held on the 

lovely slow slopping rally field and the site staff had done us proud with the 

grass cutting.  We had 33 vans attend and 34 people fishing, meaning we took 

over the lake for the day.  Mid Anglia, Norfolk, North Essex and South Essex 

provided teams and with the additional members we also ran a mixed team, so 

5 teams competed in total. 

The match was for the Anglia Region Inter-Centre fishing shield and the Region 

also sponsored individual trophies for the winners and runners up team and 

for heaviest overall catch of the day.  I would like to thank John Kent (Mid-

Anglia) for his work in arranging these. 

After a six hour match a total of 208Lb 8.25oz of fish had been caught, the 

heaviest fish of the day going to Gregg Poole (SECC) at 10LB 4oz 

The winning team of the day was Mid-Anglia at 61LB 4oz Congratulations to 

them, with I am proud to say South Essex coming in as runner up at 50LB 15oz. 

Heaviest overall catch of the day went to Barry Huebler (Mid-Anglia) at 27LB 

8oz, with Tony Morton (North Essex) taking second heaviest catch at 20LB 

10oz. 

It was a good weekend and I would like to thank all that attended for the jovial 

and friendly atmosphere that was present throughout. 

Regards 

Kevin Higgins 
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Spotlight 

on the 

Committee   

 

Glenn Harper – Press Officer and Veteran 

Sports Liaison 

Question 1: What made you buy a caravan? 

Glenn: Carol wanted one when she retired because of everything Sue Maran had 
told her about rallies. 

Question 2: Do you have any pets? 

Glenn: Not anymore, I did have a rescue dog Odin who was a German Shepherd 
and he was very clever as he could understand English. 

Question 3: What was your first caravan. 

Glenn: It was a 4 berth Swift Celeste. 

Question 4: What is your funniest memory on the rally field. 

Glenn: It has to be at Ashfields in 2015 when I told John Weller that it would be funny 
to clamp the two mobility scooters that were parked right by the entrance to the hall 
and John said he had a chain and if only we could get a padlock. I told John I had an 
old padlock that I don’t use and got it for him so he chained the scooters together 
and I pointed out that if one of the scooters was to go it would damage both. John 
then took the key off me and tried to open the padlock but couldn’t and when John 
told me the padlock would not open I told him I know why do you think I don’t use the 
padlock anymore, I then went around the corner and nearly wet myself with laughter 
as John went into panic mode trying to open the padlock. I did later open the padlock 
as there was a knack which I failed to inform John of. John you are greatly missed. 

Question 5: What is your favourite rally venue? 

Glenn: In the summer it has to be Clare and in the winter it is Room in the Rodings. 
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Question 6: What is your favourite campsite? 

Glenn: I have to agree with Carol on this one and say Brean Sands in Somerset (as 
she told me I had to). 

Question 7: What is your favourite Country you have visited with or without our 
caravan? 

Glenn: That is a tough one to answer as I have several Hawaii, Alaska and Iceland. 

Question 8: What is your scariest memory in your caravan? 

Glenn:  I have two scary moments in the caravan the first happened on our very first 
rally at Ashfields when we used the fridge on gas for the first time and the flue was 
blocked with insects and we did not have a carbon monoxide alarm so I passed out 
but Paul Maran came to my rescue and the second was in Italy this year when a 
tornado ripped through the campsite ripping up hundreds of trees causing untold 
damage.  

Question 9: If you had one wish for the club what would it be? 

Glenn: I would like the club to invest in younger members and help them to obtain 
their towing licence to ensure the future of the club. 

Question 10: Do you have anything you wish to achieve during your time on the 
Committee. 

Glenn: To ensure members continue to enjoy their rallying. 
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To anyone celebrating a birthday, anniversary 

or any other special occasion. 

                                  

 

 

However you choose to celebrate, have a 

wonderful time. 
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Spotlight 

on the 

Committee   

 

Paul Maran – Assistant Rally Secretary, 

Assistant Webmaster and Past Chairman 

 

Question 1: What made you buy your first caravan? 

Paul: I had been ill in hospital with Thrombosis and had been working long hours as I 
was newly self- employed and thought there must be more to life than this. A friend 
of ours had a caravan and were really enjoying it, my mum and dad also had one 
when I was young which I enjoyed, so we brought one and 21 years down the line 
we are still here on our 6th caravan. 

Question 2: What was your most memorable moment as Chairman? 

Paul: The day I was voted on as Chairman and I looked back to see everyone 
clapping and then the day after when I thought what have I done, also my last day is 
memorable as I was gutted to be leaving the post and if someone had of offered me 
another 3 years I would have jumped at it. 

Question 3: What has been your funniest memory on a rally field? 

Paul: The pub crawl around Henley-on-Thames with Ollie and when I got back I fell 
asleep and missed the street party and was only woken up by the fireworks. 

Question 4: What has been your scariest moment in your caravan? 

Paul: We were on our way to Disneyland Paris and we stopped in an Aire, I had a 
chain that I wear on the unit in the caravan and when we were asleep the chain 
started to rattle and as I am a light sleeper anyway I jumped out of bed swinging my 
fists but there was no one there. 

Question 5: What is your favourite rally venue? 
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Paul: Bulphan and Doggetts, I also like the Stag (I think that is only because Paul 
can walk to the pub). 

Question 6: What is your favourite campsite? 

Paul: Ferry Meadows. 

Question 7: What was your greatest accomplishment as Chairman? 

Paul: Having the volunteers and working very closely with the Veteran Sports 
Committee. 

Question 8: What advice would you give to anyone buying a caravan today? 

Paul: To try all aspects of caravanning, rallies, commercial and CL sites to see what 
you enjoy. 

Question 9: If you had one wish for the club what would it be? 

Paul: To have younger members with children to ensure the future of the club. 

Question 10: What is it like being married to the Chairlady? 

Paul: I am extremely proud. 
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The Veteran Sports Committee were out in force once again at Chairman’s to 

provide members attending the rally with games and sports for everyone to enjoy. 

    

    

    

 

Have you noticed that our Chairlady always manages to get into the croquet photos. 

Thank you Veteran Sports Committee, keep up the good work. 

Veteran 
Sports News 


