
Page 1 of 5 

WEB COPY 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 23rd May 2017 at 8pm at 

The Woolmarket, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Meeting Number 5 

Present: 
Mrs S. Maran (Chairlady)  Mr K. Higgins (Treasurer)   Mr P. Goldspink (Secretary) 

Mr W. Thursby (Vice Chairman)  Mr D. Mills (Rally Secretary)  Mr P. Maran (Assistant Rally Sec) 

Mrs B. Walker (Assistant Social Sec) Mrs C. Harper (New members Liaison) Mr G. Harper (Press Officer) 

     Mrs S. Wiltshire (Attendance Records) 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence as all Committee members were present. 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 26th April 2017 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 26th April 2017 were accepted as a true and accurate record and were 

duly signed by the Chairlady. 

3. Matters Arising not covered by an Agenda Item 
David Mills said that unless the note regarding the Bob Davies Fishing Trophy could be removed and replaced 

prior to the September meeting, could it be left on as a reminder. 

Action:  David Mills 

Bev Walker announced that she is now in possession of the merchandise to be sold and would collate it after her 

return from the National.  It was agreed this be done prior to the Chairman's Rally. 

Action:  Bev Walker 

David Mills said unfortunately he had not been able to 'mark' the event shelters whilst on his rally due to time 

constraints although Sue Maran said this could be done at the National with Kevin Higgins offering to supply some 

white paint. 

Action:  Paul & Sue Maran 

The Chairlady confirmed that a list of attendees for the forthcoming National had been sent to Bev Walker, albeit 

the list was dated March, and that a note requesting attendees to participate in any activities had been placed on 

our web. 

Action:  Item Closed 



Page 2 of 5 

David Mills, going back over an item in Section 6 (Question Time, 25th March 2017), asked if a requested list had 

been sent to the Club of items we feel should be considered for replacement due to the Club's recent logo 

change.  The Secretary confirmed that this had been done. 

Action:  Item Closed 

The Chairlady confirmed that contact had been made with Homestead who confirmed that they only require a 

half page ad and not, as before, a full page.  She went on to say that as of now we have only received six replies 

for repeat ads. 

Action:  Item Closed 

The Chairlady confirmed that she was now in possession of all plaques held by committee members and that new 

plaques should be available next month. 

Action:  Sue Maran 

4. Flagpole Duties 
 Rallies up to, and including, 23rd June 2017 had nominated Committee Members to take flagpole.  The Chairlady 

will liaise with the four marshals of those rallies not having a committee member in attendance. 

5. Newsletter 
Mindful of the forthcoming cut-of date as being Monday 26th June, Glenn Harper announced that 'it was coming 

together with lots to be added.'  The Chairlady asked if a letter from Grenville Chamberlain could be included and 

further suggested that an update on the National could also be incorporated.  Glenn went on to say that he will 

be removing both 'rally news' and 'for sale' items from the next edition as these can be found on our web site.  

Will Thursby said that, given time, he would write something regarding our forthcoming Burnham Carnival rally. 

Action:  Will Thursby 

6. Facebook 
The Chairlady started by repeating last month's minutes where-in she confirmed that the Suffolk, Norfolk and Mid 

Anglia Centre's Facebook were all open to members only and that North Essex have two, one being a 'community' 

page where there's no comment the other being for members only.  She went on to say that she has since spoken 

with Tony (Harrison-Smith) who responded by saying that he can monitor who goes on by looking at their own 

Facebook pages to establish if they are 'caravan orientated' or not enabling him to either accept or refuse them.  

Whilst he can monitor posts but not comments, any comment thought detrimental can be removed as soon as he 

sees it or is so advised.  To-date he has only had to remove two adverts from private members and an advert from 

a Caravan site offering their services. 

 

The Chairlady went on to say that Tony felt it was a good medium to advertise our Centre to not only our own 

members but to those yet to consider joining and went on to offer himself as a 'moderator' but requested that 

the committee consider someone else as well as he felt he didn't want to do this alone. 
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During the ensuing discussion Glenn Harper said that he felt that as most of our rallies are being filled he doesn't 

see the need to advertise to other Centres and that we have a perfectly good web-page where anyone can see 

what's going on.  Carol Harper went on to say there's nothing stopping anyone advertising how good a rally was 

on our own private Facebook page. 

The Secretary stated that, in his opinion, an ever increasing pressure will be bought to bear on the Committee as 

most people perceive Facebook as the way forward as apposed to their allegiance being to our own web site first.  

He went on to say that Tony regularly contacts him for confirmation of a persons membership and acknowledged 

the offer Tony has made by reminding the Committee that Tony is not a Committee member and that the task of 

monitoring our Facebook page could vey well be a huge one. 

Following the ensuing discussion it was still agreed to retain our Facebook as 'members only'. 

7. Holiday/Overseas Rallies. 
David Mills reminded the committee of a comment that was raised at Mainly Marshals forum where-in a member 

asked if holiday/overseas rallies could be put in the book or on our web early including rallies for a few years 

time?  As he believed this to be a reasonable request his proposal was to publish on the web any holiday rally 

once it had been confirmed by way of a news item for one month only and to add it at the bottom of the current 

year's rally list.  These rallies would only be bookable from the 1st of January in the year the rally actually runs or 

six months before if the holiday rally is in the early part of the year.  He confirmed that a holiday rally, albeit in the 

UK or abroad, is any rally in excess of 5 days.  This was agreed by all as a positive move forward. 

8. Correspondence. 
The Chairlady started by announcing that she had she had received a letter from Grenville Chamberlain that read: 

Dear Sue, 

Thank you so much for the wonderful donation of £363 to Cancer Research UK following your outstanding Indian 

Dinner Evening.  I was so sorry to miss that this year as I was in Grimsby attending a Technical Committee meeting 

and visiting the Auto-Trail factory. 

Cancer is a disease which affects so many of our members and their families, and for us to do something to help 

fund research into it's causes and to search for cures is a terrific objective.  Your contribution will, once again, aid 

that cause and I cannot thank you all enough for your amazing generosity. 

Please pass on my deepest gratitude to everyone who dug so deep to produce such a remarkable donation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Grenville. 

 

 

Kevin Higgins had received an invoice back from Westfalia, who he now believes to be M Projects, who has 

requested an invoice be reissued with the change of name.  He then asked for the original invoice to be e-mailed 

to him for alteration and re-issuing. 
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Action:  Sue Maran 

The Secretary announced that he had two items of correspondence starting with a letter dated 15th May 2017 

from the Caravan and Motorhome Club Singers offering their services for free during 2018.  Rather than reading 

the letter aloud he gave a copy to Will Thursby as Social Secretary. 

The second was an email from EGH dated 12th May pointing out how the rally book cover and Centre websites 

completion winners are chosen the results being: 

Centre Websites  1st, Avon Centre 2nd, Derbyshire Centre  3rd, Bedfordshire Centre 

Centre Rally Book Cover  1st, Suffolk Centre 2nd, South Staffordshire Centre  3rd, Irish Division 

A special mention was also given to the South Essex Centre. 

9. Any Other Urgent Business 
The Chairlady wished to say that at the Garden Party during the National we will be selling books, CD's, DVD's and 

flags with Jeannette and Phil donating a large teddy bear for a 'Name the Bear' competition.   

Bev Walker said she had contacted as many of the attendees as possible in an effort to encourage them to join in 

as many events as they could. 

With several names in the frame for various events and the prospect of attracting non-members at the Region's 

welcome at the National, Bev showed confidence in what was going to be. 

Glenn Harper asked about the flyers to which the Chairlady confirmed that these have been printed. 

A protracted discussion took place as to whether or not £15 'second rally' vouchers were to be given out to non-

members attending the National which resulted in an agreed 'no'. 

Suzanne Wiltshire requested a list of South Essex members attending the National and was told by the Chairlady 

that she would being doing this. 

Action:  Sue Maran 

The Chairlady, updating information on the forthcoming Chairman's Rally, announced that to-date 42 units have 

booked on and, having spoken with David and visited the venue, felt confident in increasing the rally to 50 whilst 

retaining the correct spacing's with the hall being able to seat in excess of 100 people.  

She also advised Carol that we had 7 children and 2 teenagers booked on.  Carol's response was to ask for a 

marquee with tables and chairs to allow her to organise a workshop for these children.  The Secretary showed 

concern that now the rally has been increased, have we got the room for a marquee? 

Following a short discussion these, and other points, were agreed to be discussed at the next meeting. 

The Treasurer suggested that on next year's form sent to landowners it reads 'is VAT applicable, Yes or No' 

removing 'Not Applicable' and further stated that he will put a brief note on the web accordingly.   

Action:  Kevin Higgins 

The Secretary offered an apology as he will not be at next month's meeting due to holiday commitments. 
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The meeting closed at 9.47pm Date of next meeting:  Wednesday, 28th June 2017 at 8:00p.m 

 

 

Proposed by: Signed by: -    (Chairlady) 

 

Seconded by: - 


