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WEB COPY 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2017 at 7pm at 

The Woolmarket, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Meeting Number 3 

Present: 
Mrs S. Maran (Chairlady)  Mr K. Higgins (Treasurer)   Mr P. Goldspink (Secretary) 

Mr W. Thursby (Vice Chairman)  Mr D. Mills (Rally Secretary)  Mr P. Maran (Assistant Rally Sec) 

Mrs B. Walker (Assistant Social Sec) Mrs C. Harper (New members Liaison) Mr G. Harper (Press Officer) 

     Mrs S. Wiltshire (Attendance Records) 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence as all Committee members were present. 

2. Approval of Centre Accounts 
Having passed out to each member of the Committee a copy of the Centre's accounts entitled 'Balance Sheet as 

at 31st December 2016' the Treasurer then proceeded to present the Centre's accounts for 2016 in the prescribed 

manner as laid down by the Caravan and Motorhome Club.  He commenced by reading aloud the letter of 

representation sent to our auditors, Rowland Hill, and continued by reading aloud the details contained within 

the balance sheet given out earlier.  During the Treasurer's presentation several points were raised and were 

explained accordingly. 

At the conclusion of the presentation the Treasurer thanked David Mills for his invaluable time given to him prior, 

and during, the presentation.  The Chairlady added her thanks to both Kevin on his first presentation and also to 

David Mills acknowledging the help and input he gave.  The accounts were then duly signed by the Chairlady. 

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 22nd February 2017 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 22nd February 2017 were accepted as a true and accurate record and 

were duly signed by the Chairlady.  

4. Matters Arising not covered by an Agenda Item 
Will Thursby announced that he was unable to obtain a replacement or refund for the rope lights.. 

Action:  Item Closed 

David Mills confirmed that he had purchased a small Laser Lights for the use by members and was very happy 

with the purchase. 

Action:  Item Closed 
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Will confirmed that contact had been made and Kevin had also spoken with Shotgate Farm regarding the 

collection of the old trailer and were confident that collection would be made before the next meeting 

Action:  Will Thursby 

The Secretary advised that he had contacted the Club who in turn advised that new members registering with the 

Club and Centre are generally told to Secretaries the same week.  Should they fall outside the Club's cut-off point, 

then the advice is given the following week.  He also advised that whilst he had sorted a New Members pack to a 

member who's details were known to him, the other new member, had not replied to his email sent immediately 

following last month's meeting. 

Action:  Item Closed 

With regards to the various items being taken to the next Regional meeting in April, the Chairlady requested this 

be considered as on-going. 

              Ongoing Action:  Sue & Phil 

David Mills said that he had not had a chance to amend next year's rally book with regard to the Bob Davies 

Fishing Trophy and asked this be recorded as a reminder. 

Action:  David Mills 

Kevin Higgins confirmed that all but one rebate cheque had been given out, the one outstanding due to be given 

to a rallier who unfortunately had to cancel his rally due to illness. 

Action:  Kevin Higgins 

The Chairlady confirmed that Will Thursby had arranged with Jeff Golding to 'hold the fort' at Blenheim, that Phil 

Goldspink had advised those going to Blenheim of it's postcode and directions, he had also advised ralliers which 

coach they were on and had produced the requisite name tags, table plan and cards.  She also confirmed that the 

flags were taken and displayed. 

Action:  Item Closed 

The Chairlady confirmed that she had contacted Grenville Chamberlain who, whilst unfortunately could not make 

this year's Indian charity meal, told how pleased he was of our event and advised that his charity is Cancer 

Research UK. The Chairlady confirmed that she arranged for a flashing ad to be placed on our web. 

Action:  Item Closed 

5. Flagpole Duties 
 Rallies up to, and including, 27th April 2017 had nominated Committee Members to take flagpole.  The Chairlady 

said she would liaise with the marshals of the three rallies not having a Committee Member in attendance. 

6. Newsletter 
Glenn Harper, having passed a copy of the newsletter to the Committee for viewing, advised that he is trying to 

reduce it's contents as most of the information is taken (and can be found) on our website and Facebook. 
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The Chairlady asked Glenn for an electronic copy of the finalised newsletter. 

Action:  Glenn Harper & Sue Maran 

7. Equipment Sales. 
The Chairlady announced that as no-one had come forward and in view of this and the work involved in first 

putting it on the web, ordering items, contacting purchasers, arranging payment and collection she felt it unfair to 

ask any Committee Member to take this on as an additional role.  She advised that having spoken with Bev 

Walker, who showed a slight interest prior to the January meeting, was no longer able to undertake the task. 

With regard to the equipment now stored at Dollymans Farm, the Chairlady suggested that these be taken to the 

Chairman's Rally and to set up a stall in an effort to sell off the remaining items. 

Following a short discussion whilst it was agreed to leave the subject until the next meeting, the Secretary 

suggested that the remaining items be taken from the lock-up and photographed, or at least itemised.  On asking 

for someone to do this, Bev Walker said she would do it, but not in the immediate future due to work 

commitments but asked that it be recorded as such as a reminder. 

Action:  Bev Walker 

8. Feedback from the Dinner Dance. 
The Chairlady announced that the new venue was very successful, the coach system worked very well, the room 

looked amazing as people walked in with the tables dressed in a black table cloth and the flowers of lilac and 

cream, the food being hot and served well, the speeches went well and the DJ was good.  She also made a 

positive comment of the room just off the main area where people could enjoy a coffee and maybe a break from 

the main goings-on. 

Mention was also given to the well supported raffle but more importantly the number of quests attending the 

function supported by current Chairman from other Centres, many past Chairmen from our own Centre as well as 

other Centres along with members from other Centres.  

With 83 people sitting down for dinner she thought the Dinner Dance was a very successful evening. 

Will Thursby acknowledge the help he had received from both Phil Goldspink and Marion Mills and thanked Phil 

directly and asked David to convey thanks to Marion. 

Due to the success of the event the Chairlady suggested we consider repeating it next year.  After a brief 

discussion it was agreed to do so. 

Phil commented on the tightness of the tables and was responded to by Will who said that maybe next year a 

table could be placed just the other side of an opened door separating the main area to where people enjoyed a 

quieter cup of coffee having spoken with some members who would be happy to sit there. 

The Chairlady concluded by thanking Will & Penny, Phil & Jeannette, David & Marion and Bev for their assistance 

and hard work which was very much appreciated. 
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9. Correspondence. 
The Chairlady started by announcing that she had received a thank you card and read "To Sue & Paul and the 

South Essex Centre.  Thank you so much for a fantastic weekend.  Great company, great food and a wonderful 

evening.  We have been well looked after and hope to see you all on another rally soon.  With love and best 

wishes, Darren & Cheryll". 

She had also received an email from a member disappointed that two rallies had their on-line booking removed 

off the web prior to the actual booking date.  They went on to suggest that should this happen again, perhaps it 

would be a good idea to announce the removal on the web as a news item. 

Following a short discussion it was agreed that should this happen again, any alteration to rally booking-on dates 

be given to David Mills (Rally Secretary) first for him to organise the necessary alterations. 

The Secretary announced that he had received two emails from the Club and was asked to bring these to the 
attention of our Committee.  From the first, dated 14th March, he read the first paragraph which read 'After the 
announcement of the Club’s re-brand, we have received some queries on Bank Accounts, and whether Centre’s 
should have to change the name of their account to recognise the new name.  Currently the Club has not changed 
the name of its bank accounts, but they have been enabled to accept payments made to the Caravan and 
Motorhome Club, and the shortened CAMC, in addition to The Caravan Club.  This approach is recommended to 
Divisions, Regions and Centres, but is not mandatory.  Each of the banks that the Divisions, Regions and Centres 
deal with will have a process and set of forms that can be completed to accept payments made out in the new 
name'. 

With regard to the second email confirming details of the Club's name change, dated 17th March, the Secretary 
suggested that as the contents confirmed what was already known, rather than read aloud said email he would 
hand out individual copies to each Committee Member.  This he did. 

10. Any Other Urgent Business 
The Chairlady announced that she, Will & Penny and Paul were going to look at the hall being used for this year's 

Chairman's Rally before the next meeting to establish exactly what facilities are available to us.  This will enable us 

to determine exactly what we can offer the attendees on the Saturday night. 

The Treasurer asked of the Secretary to forward electronic copies of both the old and new letter heads. 

Action:  Phil Goldspink 

Will Thursby said that should anyone have reason to contact the Club on South Essex matters, this best be done 

through the Secretary or Chair first, especially as both Chair and Secretary are also Regional Representatives and 

can take any comments to Regional meetings, a direct link to the Club. 

Glenn Harper asked as to what happens to any profit made from the raffle at Mainly Marshals.  The Chairlady 

responded by saying that if there are indeed any profit then this is put back into Centre funds which ultimately 

helps in the overall running of the Centre and goes towards keeping our admin funds as low as possible. 

The Secretary offered an apology as he will not be at the next meeting due to holiday commitments. 

The meeting closed at 9.08pm  Date of next meeting: Wednesday, 26th April 2017 at 8:00p.m 

Proposed by: -     Signed by: -    (Chairlady) 

Seconded by: - 


