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WEB COPY 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 22nd February 2017 at 8pm at 

The Woolmarket, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Meeting Number 2 

Present: 
Mrs S. Maran (Chairlady)  Mr K. Higgins (Treasurer)   Mr P. Goldspink (Secretary) 

Mr W. Thursby (Vice Chairman)  Mr D. Mills (Rally Secretary)  Mr P. Maran (Assistant Rally Sec) 

Mrs C. Harper (New members Liaison) Mr G. Harper (Press Officer) Mrs S. Wiltshire (Attendance Records) 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Bev Walker (personal). 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chairlady asked if we were all aware that the Caravan Club is 

now known as the Caravan and Motorhome Club.  The answer returned was 'yes' albeit it was to be discussed 

later in the meeting. 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 25th January 2017 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 25th January 2017 were accepted as a true and accurate record and were 

duly signed by the Chairlady.  

3. Matters Arising not covered by an Agenda Item 
Will Thursby said that as the rope lights were bought during the January sales he felt that a return or refund 

would be doubtful but would still try. 

Action:  Will Thursby 

Whilst on the subject of the rope lights the Chairlady announced that Alan Applin had purchased a bag to keep 

said lights.  Phil Goldspink said that Alan had written SECC on the bag and that he (Phil Goldspink) had taken the 

bag containing the lights to the lock-up. 

David Mills confirmed that he had looked into purchasing some small Laser Lights and passed out information for 

perusal during the break and discussion later in the meeting. 

Action:  David Mills 

Paul Maran confirmed that he, along with his son and Kevin Higgins, had taken the scaffold boards and poles at 

Shotgate to Dollymans Farm. 

Action:  Item Closed 
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Before Will is to make contact regarding removal of the old 'St. John's' trailer, Kevin Higgins said he would contact 

Shotgate Farm. 

Action:  Kevin Higgins 

Carol Harper confirmed that she was getting on with the New Members Pack but showed concern that two new 

members had contacted her saying they had yet to receive anything from the Centre.  The Secretary was asked to 

check with the Club as to how long after registration do we get notification and to check on the two names given 

to him by Carol. 

Action:  Phil Goldspink 

The Chairlady asked for views on the Regional website.  Following a short discussion it was said that the photos 

need to be updated and that our logo looks unprofessional and needs replacing.  These items are to be taken to 

the next Regional meeting in April.                Ongoing Action:  Sue & Phil 

The Chairlady confirmed that she had placed on our web site the request for any advertisers to contact us. 

Action:  Item Closed 

The two items of correspondence from the Club considered 'unhelpful' and 'unsatisfactory' is an ongoing item to 

be taken to the next Regional meeting in April. 

Ongoing Action:  Sue & Phil 

David Mills acknowledged his responsibility to amend next year's rally book regarding the Bob Davies Fishing 

Trophy and rather than leaving this item as ongoing until (say) September when next year's rally book is to be 

started, Phil suggested that as this amendment only changes the information pages towards the back of the book 

perhaps it best be done sooner rather than later.  David agreed and asked this be recorded as such as a reminder. 

Action:  David Mills 

The item regarding a 'Food & Hygiene' course was considered as 'ongoing' and to be taken to the next Regional 

meeting for further clarification. 

Ongoing Action:  Sue & Phil 

The chairlady confirmed that the request for a gentle reminder regarding SECC signage be placed on our web site 

had been done. 

Action:  Item Closed 

The Secretary was asked to confirm what the Club had to say regarding the positioning of both Club and Centre 

flags on rallies.  The Club response was to say that the Exemption Certificate would be still honoured when the 

flags are withdrawn at night or during inclement weather or if unable to be shown at all during inclement weather 

provided the flags can be verified as being present and available to view. 

The Secretary went on to say that having asked the specific question of the Club as to where exactly the flags are 

to be shown on certain rallies (either in view of the public but out of sight to the rally or in view of the rally but 

out of sight to the public) their response was to show it on the actual rally site, even if the general public could 

not see it.  This was accepted by all albeit Paul Maran who said it should be shown at the entrance to the rally and 

not half-way in as was seen recently. 
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The Chairlady, in receipt of an email from Lee Allgood Mid Anglia, said that last year they paid £273.75 to insure 

Club equipment and miscellaneous items including Chairman's jewels and alike to the value of £5,000 as well as 

cash, cheques and other monies held by officers and marshals up to the value £2,000 the policy having a £75 

excess. 

Following a short but well meaning discussion, mindful of the age and condition of some of our equipment 

together with the probability of not having the original receipts necessary for insurance claims, it was agreed that 

no further action will be taken at present. 

Action:  Item Closed 

Kevin Higgins gave out rebate cheques to the three committee members attending the Children's Christmas Party 

at Leigh Beck School with the others being posted. 

Action:  Kevin Higgins 

4. Flagpole Duties 
 Rallies up to, and including, 17th March 2017 had nominated Committee Members to take flagpole.   

5. Newsletter 
Glen Harper, stating that he has made a softly-softly change to the newsletter, started by saying he has 

introduced a new item 'Spotlight on the Committee' starting with Sue Maran.  He then passed a draft copy to the 

Committee for comments.  He went on to say that he is now including a section dedicated to rally news (what's 

booking, full, cancelled etc).  Concern was shown by Phil by him saying that as soon as it's printed, it's out of date.  

Glenn's response was that he intended to place a note within the section saying 'correct at time of printing'. 

With just about three weeks before the cut-off date, Glenn asked for any information or articles needing inclusion 

could he please have them sooner rather than later. 

6. Equipment Sales. 
As Bev Walker was unable to attend this meeting it was agreed to carry over this item until the next meeting. 

7. Dinner Dance. 
Phil Goldspink announced that he had 31 units at Westcliff with a further 9 units being sited at Blenheim.  Will 

asked who's marshalling at Blenheim and it was agreed that Kevin would do so but that Jeff Golding would be 

asked to 'hold the fort' until Kevin arrived. 

Action:  Will Thusby 

Phil Goldspink told of his intention to email the nine attendees at Blenheim reminding them of their location 

giving them also the postcode and/or co-ordinates. 

Action:  Phil Goldspink 
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Will Thursby, acknowledging Phil's input, stated that the coach has been booked and that the first collection of 

ralliers will be at Blenheim at 5.30pm then going on to Westcliff before taking the first consignment of ralliers to 

Thorpe Hall Golf Club returning to Westcliff to collect the remaining ralliers at approx 6.10pm. 

He went on to say that the cost of the coach, for this year at least, has been incorporated within the meal cost but 

requested of Phil to let ralliers know Friday evening which coach their on. 

Action:  Phil Goldspink 

Phil Goldspink asked of Kevin if he would bring his flags for placement at Blenheim as his was being used at 

Westcliff. 

Action:  Kevin Higgins 

Will, having confirmed that the coaches, DJ, wine and coffee tables, arrival drinks, bar and food have all been 

organised,  requested of Phil to produce the requisite name tags, table plan and cards. 

Action:  Phil Goldspink 

8. South Essex Centre Facebook 
The Chairlady spoke about the request to open up our Facebook to non-Centre members and that she has spoken 

with Tony about it showing concern for the protection of our members that it would be impossible to control  as 

to what is put on especially if non Centre members had access.  She further stated that we have a perfectly good 

web site where members can put comments or announcements of rally details/changes. 

Therefore following a long-drawn-out discussion and mindful of Tony's invaluable input and assistance, it was 

almost unanimously agreed that for the time being our Facebook page would remain open to our members only. 

9. Correspondence. 
Carol Harper, showing disappointment at the way the Club announced it's name change, said that she has written 

to them registering her upset.  Prior to any further discussion, the Secretary intervened by saying that he had 

received two communications, one of which was with reference to the name change.  Rather than read aloud the 

two page email received from the Club (headed Caravan Club Re-Branding (confidential until 10am on 21st Feb) 

he proceeded to pass each Committee member with a copy.  Following a short but to the point discussion, it was 

unanimously agreed that the Club could have acted more professionally and with more thought for Centres in 

advising of it's name change.  

The Secretary then went on to pass each Committee member a copy of a communication he'd received headed 

'Sandringham National 2017 - Through the decades' outlining briefly the relevant points again rather than reading 

aloud the whole document. 

 

 

10. Any Other Urgent Business 
Will Thursby announced that he has today booked the Indian meal for 5th April (7 for 7.30) and asked that this be 

announced on our web site.  Whilst the cost of the meal had gone up, he suggested that we retain the cost to the 
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attendees, this being £12 per head.  Sue said she would contact Grenville Chamberlain to ascertain what he's 

chosen charity is and then to announced it on our web site. 

Action:  Sue Maran 

David Mills suggested that whilst we all feel somewhat aggrieved at the way the Club has handled the name 

change, we (the Committee) should be seen to be outwardly embracing the change so as not to fuel any members 

bad feelings. 

Paul Maran, reminding the Committee of the cost of insuring and storing our trailer together with the number of 

times its used, suggested the use of a hired van for events such as our Chairman's Rally and further suggested that 

the trailer be sold.  Following a short discussion it was agreed to leave the matter until after this year's Chairman's 

Rally ever mindful that the trailer at present if full of equipment that needs to go in the lock-up after itself has 

been rid of equipment no longer used or required. 

Having all looked at the information document regarding small Laser Lights earlier given out by David Mills, it was 

agreed to purchase one. 

Action:  David Mills 

 

The meeting closed at 10.12pm 

Date of next meeting: 22nd March 2017 at 7:00p.m 

 

 

Proposed by: -     Signed by: -    (Chairlady) 

 

Seconded by: - 


