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South Essex Matters 

Newsletter 218, Easter 2017  

 

 

 

 

The committee wishes all members and their families a wonderful 

Easter and a very enjoyable summer of rallying and touring.  

We look forward to seeing you on a rally field very soon. 
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WELCOME FROM YOUR CHAIRLADY 

 

Hi Everyone 
 
Happy Easter to you all. 
 
The weather is beginning to warm up so you know that spring is on its way. I 
hope you are looking through your rally programmes to decide which rallies 
you will be booking. It’s been a good start with lots of them full, let’s hope it 
continues. 
 
This year our Annual Dinner Dance was held at a new venue Thorpe Bay Golf 
Club. It proved to be a huge success with a choice of menu, wonderful food 
and great speeches by Phil Hegarty and Penny Thursby. Thank you to Will & 
Penny for organising the event and for ensuring all went well on the night. 
 
The National this year will be held at Sandringham in Norfolk form 26th - 31st 
May and is already full, there is a waiting list. I know that we have quite a few 
South Essex members booked on, so let’s hope the weather is kind to us. 
 
The Chairman’s rally at Brookfields will run over the weekend 7th - 9th July. 
We hope to see lots of you there. We have booked the village hall opposite for 
Saturday evening where we will entertain you and serve a light supper. 
 
We will see those of you who are there on the Bassingbourne Easter rally. 
Enjoy your summer where ever you may go and please remember our door is 
always open for a chat and a tea or coffee. 
 
Don’t eat too many Easter eggs. 
Take care. 
Sue  
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From        To       

The caravan club has changed it’s name to include 
motorhomes, which we have been welcoming onto 
the rally field for sometime and will henceforth be 
called the Caravan and Motorhome club.  

The reasons behind these changes according to 
club chairman are  

"We've all seen a lot of change over the years and this is one I'm 

particularly excited about. We don't know yet what the next 

generation of explorers will look like, but we'll be ready for them." 

Grenville Chamberlain, Club Chairman 

"We've spent 110 years enjoying the great outdoors, now it's time to 

get ready for the next generation of explorers. The Club will offer the 

best possible experience for our members, giving them quality, value 

and expertise." 

Nick Lomas, Director General 

"We want to encourage more explorers, adventurers and pioneers to 

join us, opening their eyes to new possibilities. We are a diverse Club 

and together we share a passion for the great outdoors." 
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Harvey Alexander, Director of Marketing 

 

 

New Advertisers needed 

Do you know someone who may be interested in advertising in 
our 2018 rally book?.  

Prices are very competitive starting at just £70. 

Please contact Paul Maran on tel 0208 550 1201 as revenue 
received from advertising keeps the ultimate price of the book 
to members as low as possible. 

 

Lethal Devices Beware 

During a trip to Italy in February we had a rather frightening 

experience.  As with most families with teenagers we take a 

multitude of electronic devices with us when we go away.  

These include phones, I pads, chargers, DVD players and 

power packs. 

We had had an excellent 10 hour journey driving through 

France on the motorways the car was really nice to drive and 

the ride was very comfortable.  Our girls had been and were 

still watching DVD’s and all was calm. Just before going 

through the Mont Blanc Tunnel we had decided to swap the 

driving, so now Pauline was at the wheel.   

We continued through the Mont Blanc Tunnel into Italy and 

entered the Aosta auto route driving through tunnel after tunnel.  

We had just entered another tunnel doing about 50mph when 

all of a sudden there was a scream from the back seats, as I 

looked round in the direction of the girls; I was greeted with the 
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terrifying sight of flames erupting from the back seat between 

my two long haired daughters.  I immediately brought my right 

hand down over the flames putting them out but suffering quite 

bad burns to my hand for the effort.  I was thinking what had 

gone wrong with the car.  Pauline brought the car to a stop and 

we got the girls out.  So now we are stationary in a tunnel in 

Italy, Hazard lights on with Lorries and cars passing us at 

speed. 

As I stood by the rear passenger door and started to investigate 

what had gone wrong and Pauline dealt with the girls burnt 

hands there was another explosion in front of me.   I grabbed 

the offending item and threw it out of the car once again putting 

out the flames.  I now had two large hole/burn areas in the back 

seat base cushion of a 4 month old car.  Added to this both 

daughters and I had suffered burns to our hands which would 

and did take several weeks to heal.  When I retrieved the 

offending item I found it to be a power pack used for charging 

phones etc that had been on charge via a USB lead from the 

car supply.  It appeared the device had overheated/shorted out 

and burst in to flames whilst placed on the seat under a holdall 

for the DVD players. 

Luckily other than our burns and car seat damage we were 

safe, but I keep thinking about what could have happened if the 

incident had happened whilst we were doing 80 mph on the 

French motor ways and I was driving, the consequences could 

have been life changing. 

Please beware these devices can get warm/hot and yes they 

do fail and can be extremely dangerous as the above testifies 

to. 

Take heed regards Kevin 

I have been notified of an attempted theft of a caravan from 

someone’s back garden in the Pitsea area and the alleged 
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suspects were seen feeling the scene in a white van with Irish 

number plates. 

Please ensure your units are secure, particularly when parked 

at home. 

 

I took part in a radio programme on BBC Essex on Monday 10th 

April 2017 where I was invited on the show as a representative 

of the South Essex Centre of the Caravan and Motorhome club 

to talk about the increased number of vehicles towing caravans 

being pulled over by police within Essex. They are checking the 

roadworthiness of the caravans and handing out fines and 

points on their licence if the drivers were not complying with the 

regulations, in particular weights (both the nose weight and if 

the car is suitable to tow the unit) as well as tyres. They are 

also checking if extendable mirrors are being used and if the 

brake cable is being used and attached correctly. 

I know SECC members keep their units in top condition but 

please make sure you are within the weight parameters set out 

by the manufacturers, your brake cable is connected correctly, 

you put your extendable mirrors on and ensure all your lights 

are in working order as the police intend to carry out more spot 

checks and I would hate for anyone I know to be pulled and 

fined.   

 

Stay legal and tow safe. 

 

Glenn. 
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Rally News 
              

The North Essex invite the London Experience Gin, Gin and more Gin has been 

cancelled. 

Stratford St. Mary is now full. 

That’s All Folks is now full. 

Easter at Bassingbourn is now full. 

National Motorhome Show is now booking. 

Doggets & Fish 5 is now booking. 

Return to Ferry Meadows is now full. 

Roding Hall Farm is now full. 

Reedham Revisited is now full. 

The 90th National is now full. 

Mersea Food and Drink is now booking. 

Hope the Sun Shines This Time is now full. 

Caravan Club Charity Bike Ride is now booking.  

A Cockney Holiday is now full. 

Burleigh Hill Farm is now booking. 

Clacton Air Show is now booking. 

Southern Centres 22nd Biennial (Southern Centres invite) is now booking. 

Monkey Tree Caravan Park is now booking. 

North Essex Centre Charity Bike Rally is now booking. 

Inter Centre Fishing Rally is now booking. 

AGM is now booking. 

Anglia Region AGM is now booking. 

Thursford Spectacular is now full (there is a waiting list). 

New Year at Bassingbourn is now full. 

All of the above is correct at time of going to press, for the latest information please 

check the website. 
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Terry & Lorraine Brockman’s youngest son Scott is running the 
London Marathon on the 23rd April on behalf of Asthma UK. If 
anyone would be interested in sponsoring him. His Justgiving 
page is below: 
 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-
web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=Sco
ttBrockman87 
 

Scott Green will be running the London marathon for the 4th 
time on the 23rd April  

He will be running for cancer research UK. 

If you wish to sponsor him please go to :-  

http://email.virginmoneygiving.com/re?l=BD0Ie3gpz4I40dj733Ij
09xmvziI0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2F
ScottGreen&s=NMAGHIKECAHKKJDG 

 

 

                                     

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=ScottBrockman87
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=ScottBrockman87
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=ScottBrockman87
http://email.virginmoneygiving.com/re?l=BD0Ie3gpz4I40dj733Ij09xmvziI0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2FScottGreen&s=NMAGHIKECAHKKJDG
http://email.virginmoneygiving.com/re?l=BD0Ie3gpz4I40dj733Ij09xmvziI0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2FScottGreen&s=NMAGHIKECAHKKJDG
http://email.virginmoneygiving.com/re?l=BD0Ie3gpz4I40dj733Ij09xmvziI0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2FScottGreen&s=NMAGHIKECAHKKJDG
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Spotlight      

on the  

Committee   

 

Sue Maran – Lady Chairman 

 

Question 1: How long have you been caravanning? 

Sue: 21 years this year. 

Question 2: Do you have any children? 

Sue: Yes I have 3, two boys and one girl. 

Question 3: Do you have any pets? 

Sue: Yes I have three cats, Sweep, Toffee and Ruby who was originally called Rufus 
until we found out she was a girl. 

Question 4: What was your first Caravan. 

Sue: Oh my goodness I don’t know I’ll ask Paul. It might have had four wheels or it 
might have had two wheels, I can’t remember. 
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Question 5: What is your favourite rally venue? 

Sue: Bulphan Hall Farm or Brookfields. 

Question 6: What is your favourite campsite? 

Sue: We have never been to a site except on a rally. 

Question 7: What is your favourite Country you have visited with or without our 
caravan? 

Sue: Croatia and Dubai but for very different reasons. 

Question 8: What is your funniest memory in your caravan? 

Sue: We ran an Easter rally at Ferry Meadows and we held a competition for the 
best decorated bonnet and when we were judging the bonnets 3 cars came up the 
field towards us and it was not until they were close that we realised the bonnets of 
the three cars had been decorated. Needless to say they won for initiative.  

Question 9: If you had one wish for the club what would it be? 

Sue: Everyone to continue enjoying their rallying and to get new members and 
children. 

Question 10: Do you have anything you wish to achieve during your time as Chair. 

Sue: I want to ensure that everyone continues to enjoy their rallying. I hope to be in a 
situation to offer plenty of new venues to enjoy as well as encourage new members 
to feel welcome. I want members to feel that I am approachable and are able to 
discuss with me their views on caravanning and the centre as well as any new ideas 
they may have. 
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To anyone celebration a birthday, anniversary 

or any other special occasion. 

                                  

However you choose to celebrate, have a 

wonderful time. 

  

60 wonderful years of marriage  
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Bebe’s Column 

 

Its seems like ages since I’ve last told you of what I’ve been up to. You may have remember I 

said that I was staying at home with Graham’s friend, Michelle when the rest of the family 

went on holiday. I thought this was going to be great fun and I was correct. I got to be so 

naughty, sleep next to her instead of in my own room, go to work with her (she’s a vet nurse) 

and I even made a cat friend. I didn’t even know that was possible. He was a poorly cat so 

lived at the vets but it meant that I could run rings round him and eat his food when he wasn’t 

looking.  
 
We then had Christmas! So. Much. Food. I must start my diet… Monday. It was fun though, I 

got some lovely gifts.  
 
I am helping looking after the caravans when you guys put your glad rags on and head to the 

dinner dance. I don’t know how I am going to stay awake all evening though. I might have to 

leave the majority of the watch out to Graham - he won’t mind.  
 
I’ve been told that I'm going to The National, my mum and dad are going to be Block 

Marshall's so we get to go a day early and I’m going to help park the caravans. Well, i’ll 

dream of parking caravans. That’ll be enough help, right? I wonder if whilst there I am going 

to enter in the dog show again? I like showing off my natural beauty but if the Monday diet 

never comes, ill just be a plus size model.  I hope I see one of the Corgi’s when in the 

Queen’s garden, it would be cool to be friends with royalty.  
 
I hope to see you out and about soon!  
 
Love ya, 
Beebs. x 
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Nearly new KAMPA RALLY 390 Awning 
KAMPA RALLY 390 Awning + Breathable floor/Ground sheet 

Dimensions390cmwide/250cmdeep 
 
Fits caravans235-250Height 
 
colour chocolate 
 
Hardly used in own bag with complete set of poles 

Price: 150 pounds 
 

Contact: Tony Waldren (tonywaldren@blueyonder.co.uk 01245 475683) 

 

European Gas Bottles 
11kg German gas bottle (empty) £15 

"pigtail" for German gas bottle £5 

13 kg French gas bottle (empty) £15 

"pigtail" for French gas bottle £5 

Contact: Alan Mildren (01255 677449) 

 

bpw hitch lock 

BPW hitch lock for sale comes with two keys in good condition.. 
 

£15.00 
 

Contact Tony or Tina 01702 230529 
 
 Contact: Tony Nobbs (tony.nobbs@btinternet.com) 

 

Isabella Tall Organiser 
This is an easy way to keep track of all your bits and bobs. This tidy and stylish accessory will make 
you feel like you have much more space and free your furniture and tables from clutter. With the 
Isabella Tall organiser you can keep all your little holiday essentials under control! They will always be 
easy to find in your organiser so you will save precious time searching for things! This product is 

tel:01702%20230529
mailto:tony.nobbs@btinternet.com
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made from coated polyester with individual transparent pockets which allow the contents to be seen. 
The Tall organiser is fitted to the FixOn profile using TermoFix fittings and its dimensions are Width: 
80 cm, Height: 215 cm. The perfect addition to your holiday accessories! 

Purchased for £120 

Selling for £19.99 

      

 
Contact: Barrie Bond (07932 949652) 

 

 

FIAMA FOR SALE. COMPLETE WITH FRONT SUNBLOCKER AND SIDES 
 
FIAMA 410 CANOPY.  FRONT SUNBLOCKER  2 SIDES.  1 RAFTER. 2 SUPPORT RAFTERS 

 £ 350 Ono 

Contact: James Rawlinson. Mid-Anglia (07824705268 / 07970954807) 

2005 Autotrail 670SE 4 berth: 
 
2.8JTD Fiat Ducato 5 speed manual 
 
36,500 miles : MOT expires July 17:  V5 present: 
 
35,000 mile Service April 16: 
 
2 x 100W solar panels (fitted June 16) 4 good tyres (fronts fitted July 16) Water pump (fitted 
September 16) 12v interior lighting over cupboards and drivers cab: Awning (looks new): alarm + 
immobiliser: central locking : reversing camera: full size cab night blind: individual window mosquito 
nets + blinds: new curtains: re-upholstered bedroom area: front drivers+passenger swivel captain's 
chairs:  cooker: fridge/freezer (serviced June 16): microwave: oven: washroom+toilet with separate 
shower cubicle: fixed double bed (lowered for easier access): mains hook up: separate gas locker: 
anti lock brakes: drivers airbag: radio: TV/DVD player/satellite dish. 

External BBQ point/lockers/shower unit/tow-bar: 

The only reason for this sale is the pending arrival of a new Apache. 

Any questions, contact Dave on 01376 346010 ,mobile 07864 570364 or Pat on mobile  07864 
014470 

Price: £24,995 

Contact: Dave Graves (davegravesuk@gmail.com 07864 570364) 
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Veteran 
Sports News 

 

 

Those that attended Mainly Marshals had the chance to participate and enjoy 

the games run by the Veteran sports committee. 

 

Curling was held at Room at the Rodings on the Just Celebrations New Year 

Rally. 

 

Curling was also played at Hearts and Roses and Strip the Willow both held at 

Chelmer Valley High School. 

 

You can enjoy the games and sports that the Veteran sports committee 

provide at South Hill Farm 5th to 7th May 2017 on Fun & Games. 

 

If any marshal needs sports equipment that is not at the storage then please 

speak to any one of the Veteran sports committee. 

 

Please remember the Veteran sports committee give up their time to provide 

games for you to join in so please give them your support and thanks. 

 

 

                   

 

 


